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Preamble

In alignment with the institutional commitment to academic excellence, quality
assurance, and the principles of Outcome-Based Education (OBE) and NEP-

2020, the department recognizes the need to adopt flexible and innovative
teaching-learning practices for third-year Open Elective courses.

In the rapidly evolving landscape of higher education, the integration of digital
technologies with traditional classroom teaching has become essential to meet
the learning needs of present-day students. Recognizing, this shift, the
department proposes the systematic implementation of Blended Learning for
Third Year Open Elective Courses offered through Massive Open Online
Courses (MOOCs), primarily via the NPTEL/ SWAYAM platform. This initiative
aims to leverage high-quality national-level online resources while ensuring
structured academic guidance through regular classroom interaction.

Open Elective plays a crucial role in providing interdisciplinary exposure and
flexibility to students. Offering these courses through MOOCSs enables access to
expert instruction, standardized content and nationally recognized certifications.
However, effective learning through MOOCs requires continuous motivation,
guidance and academic monitoring. To address this requirement, the department
adopts a Blended Learning approach, wherein online MOOC learning is
complemented by face-to-face classroom facilitation by assigned faculty members.

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is formulated to provide a clear,
uniform and comprehensive framework for planning, execution, facilitation,
monitoring and review of MOOC-based Open Elective courses over a typical 12-
week duration. During this period, both students and faculty register for the
same MOOC course, participate in weekly learning activities and assessments

and prepare for the final proctored examination conducted at an approval remote
center.

The SOP is developed for extending its learner-centric philosophy to MOOC-based
delivery. By adopting this SOP, the department aims to ensure consistency in
implementation, clarity of roles, academic discipline and effective student
engagement. This document serves as a guiding reference for the department,
course teachers and students, supporting innovative teaching-learning practices
in alignment with Outcome-Based Education (OBE) principles and the vision of
NEP 2020.
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Implementation of Blended Learning Classroom

Pedagogy for Third Year through MOOCs for Open
Elective Courses

(OBE - Oriented Approach)

What is a Blended Learning Classroom?

Blended learning is a systematic and learner-centric institutional approach that
strategically integrates online teaching modalities with face-to-face
classroom interaction to enhance the overall teaching-learning process. Rather
than replacing traditional classroom teaching, blended learning complements it
by leveraging the strengths of both digital and physical learning environments.

In a blended learning framework, a significant portion of content delivery takes
place through online platforms such as MOOCs, Learning Management Systems
(LMS), recorded lectures and digital learning resources. Students engage with
this content at their own pace, allowing flexibility in time, place and speed of
learning. This pre-class online engagement prepares students with foundational
knowledge before they enter the classroom.

The classroom component of blended learning is deliberately designed to mode
beyond conventional lecturing. Face-to-face sessions are utilized for concept
clarification, interactive discussions, application-oriented activities, problem-
solving, case studies, peer learning and mentoring. The faculty member plays the
role of a facilitator and guide, supporting students in connecting theoretical
concepts learned online with practical understanding and real-world applications.

In the context of Open Elective courses offered through MOOCs such as NPTEL,
blended learning involves the integration of nationally curated online course
content with structured in-class facilitation at the department level. Both
students and faculty enroll in the same MOOC course, participate in weekly
learning activities and assessments and engage in regular classroom interactions
throughout the course duration.

Thus blended learning ensures flexibility, quality content exposure, continuous
academic engagement and structured learning supports, making it particularly
suitable for MOOC-based Open Elective courses in higher education institutions.
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A Blended Classroom Learning is a pedagogical approach in which:

* Teaching and learning are delivered through a planned combination of
face-to-face classroom instruction and online learning activities

* Online components (recorded lectures, e-content, MOOCs, simulations,
discussion forums, assignments, quizzes) are delivered through an LMS
or digital platforms

* Face-to-face sessions focus on:

1s Concept clarification and doubt resolution

ii. Interactive lectures and demonstrations

iii.  Problem-solving and application-based learning
iv.  Case studies and real-world examples

V. Collaborative learning and group activities

vi.  Continuous assessment and feedback
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